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From : Commanding Officer, USS TAYLOR (FFG SO) 
Director, Navy Historical Center Washington Navy 
Yard 

To: 

Subj : CY 2012 COMMAND OPERATIONS REPORT ICO USS TAYLOR {FFG 50) 

Ref: {a) OPNAVINST 5750 . 12J 

1. Command Data 

a. Name of Command or Organization: USS TAYLOR {FFG SO) 

b. Unit Identification Code: 21231 

c. Name and Rank of Commander/Commanding Officer/Officer in 
Charge: CDR Dennis J. Volpe 

d . Date Assumed Command (YYYYMMDD): 20121115 

e. Mission/Command Employment / Area of Operations: The 
mission of USS TAYLOR (FFG SO) during 2012 was 5th Fleet / NATO 
Counter-Piracy Deployment. 

f . Permanent Location {Home Port): Naval Station Mayport, 
Florida. 

g . Immediate Superior In Command: COMDESRON FOURTEEN 

h . Assigned Task Force/Group/Unit name(s) and mission(s), 
OPLAN(s) and or named operations participated in during Task 
Force assignment: 

(1) NATO Combined Task Force 508 

(2) OPERATION ACTIVE ENDEAVOR 

{3) OPERATION OCEAN SHIELD 

(4) OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 

i. Name(s) of Forces, Commands, Ships, Squadrons or Units 
assigned or under your operational control (if applicable) : N/A 

j. Type and number of Aircraft Assigned and Tail Codes: 
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(1 ) 1 SH-60B "Venom 506n 

k. Commands, Detachments or Units deployed on board or 
stat ioned aboard as tenant activities: 

(1) HSL-48 "Barefoot Bandits" 

l. Number of Personnel Assigned: 

(1) Officers: 28 

(2 ) Enlisted: 182 

(3) Civilian: 0 

m. Command Point of Contact: 

( 1) Name: LTJG 

(2 ) J ob Title/ Office Code: Navigator 

(3 ) E- mail: 

(4 ) Phone n umber : 

(5) Command Mailing Address: FPO AA 34093 - 1504 

2 . Commander's Assessment: The year 2012 was a very productive 
and rewarding year for the Officers and c rew of USS TAYLOR (FFG 
SO ) . The crew worked extremely hard and continually reinforced 
a self -su ffic ient mindset throughout forward deployed 
operations. The PROUD DEFENDER maintained an impressive training 
and operational status throughout the entire calendar year and 
was always "on station, on time", and ready to shoot, move and 
communicate when required. 

3. Chronology: 

01 J AN - 27 JAN HOLIDAY LEAVE/ UPKEEP PERIOD 
09 FEB DEPART FOR FIFTH FLEET/STANDING NATO 

MARITIME GROUP-1 DEPLOYMENT 
09 FEB RAS WITH USNS LEWIS AND CLARK 
14 FEB INCHOP TO 6~ FLEET/SNMG-1 
18 FEB BURIAL AT SEA 
19 FEB FUNCHAL BRIEF STOP FOR FUEL {BSF) 
19 FEB - 25 FEB NATO OPERATION ACTIVE ENDEAVOR 
21 FEB STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR TRANSIT 
25 FEB RAS WITH USNS KANAWHA 
25 FEB - 28 FEB SOUDA BAY, CRETE PORT VISIT 
29 FEB PASSEX WITH FRENCH SUBMARINE S605 AMETHYSTE 
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01 MAR INCHOP TO FIFTH FLEET/SNMG-2/NATO TASK 
FORCE 508 

01 MAR - 02 MAR 

02 MAR - TBD 
02 MAR - TBD 
06 MAR 
06 MAR - 16 MAR 
14 MAR 
23 MAR 
28 MAR 
01 APR 
06 APR - 10 APR 
10 APR - 12 APR 
11 APR - 18 APR 
19 APR - 07 MAY 

24 APR 
29 APR 
09 MAY 
11 MAY - 15 MAY 
12 MAY 
16 MAY - 11 JUN 
21 MAY - 22 MAY 
22 MAY 
26 MAY 
06 JUN 
11 JUN - 15 JUN 
16 JUN - 10 JUL 
17 JUN 
18 JUN 
19 JUN 
20 JUN - 21 JUN 
25 JON 

26 JUN - 27 JUN 
28 JUN - 10 JUL 
30 JUN 
OS JUL 

OS JUL 
12 JUL 
13 JUL - 16 JUL 
17 JUL 
19 JUL - 23 JUL 
23 JUL - 24 JUL 
25 JUL 
25 JUL - 30 JUL 
30 JUL 
30 JUL 
30 JUL - 02 AUG 
03 AUG - 04 AUG 

SUEZ CANAL TRANSIT 
NATO OPERATION OCEAN SHIELD 
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS RICHARD E . BYRD 
NATIONAL TASKING/CTF 508 
RAS/CONREP WITH USNS GUADALUPE 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS RICHARD E. BYRD 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS PECOS 
CPO BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
SALALAH, OMAN PORT VISIT 
NATO MEDIA TEAM VISIT 
SOMALI BASIN PATROL 
INTERNATIONALLY RECOMMENDED TRANSIT 
CORRIDOR (IRTC) PATROL 
VERTREP/RAS WITH USNS RAPPAHANNOCK 
RAS/CONREP WITH USNS RAPPAHANNOCK 
SHELLBACK CEREMONY (OO.OO.OS/SO.OO.OE) 
PORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES PORT VISIT 
SHIP TOUR FOR 404ni/409™ AEG CDR 
INDIAN OCEAN/SOMALI BASIN/IRTC PATROL 
SOLAS EVENT WITH M/V NAHDA 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS LARAMIE 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS RAPPAHANNOCK 
RAS/VERTREP WITH USNS RAPPAHANNOCK 
SALALAH, OMAN PORT VISIT 
IRTC PATROL 
RAS/CONREP WITH USNS JOSHUA HUMPHRIES 
SNMG-1/CTFSOS SHIP VISIT 
AMMO VERTREP WITH USNS CARL BRUSHEUR 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAM ESCORT DUTIES 
RAS WITH USNS JOSHUA HUMPHREYS 
NORTHERN SOMALIA Coast ISR OPS 
IRTC PATROL 
RAS WITH USNS LARAMIE 
SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA EVENT WITH M/V AL 
FAHAD 
RAS WITH USNS LARAMIE 
RAS WITH USNS SUPPLY 
MUSCAT, OMAN PORT VISIT 
RAS WITH USNS SUPPLY 
IRTC PATROL 
ISR OPS NORTHERN SOMALI COAST 
RAS/VERTREP W/ USNS ROBERT E. PEARY 
IRTC PATROL 
CO VISIT TO HNLMS EVERTSON 
RAS/CONREP W/ USNS RAPPAHANNOCK 
ISR OPS NORTHERN SOMALI COAST 
IRTC PATROL 
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OS AUG - 06 AUG ISR OPS NORTHERN SOMALI COAST 
07 AUG - 14 AUG IRTC PATROL 
09 AUG CTF 508 VISIT 
09 AUG UNREP W/ CBR 
15 AUG UNREP w I <:BR 
1 5 AUG BAM TRANSIT 
15 AUG - 18 AUG RED SEA TRANSIT 
19 AUG SUEZ CANAL TRANSIT 
20 AUG RAS W/ JLN 
24 AUG STROG TRANSIT 
24 AUG ROTA BSF 
27 AUG - 30 AUG LAS PALMAS PVST 
30 AUG - 06 SEP ATLANTIC TRANSIT 
03 SEP INCHOP USFF 
07 SEP SAN JUAN BSF 
10 SEP HOMECOMING 
10 SEP - 08 OCT POM LEAVE 
10 SEP - 12 OCT CMAV 2A3 
09 OCT - 24 OCT READ E2/3 
15 OCT - 19 OCT U/W JAX OPAREA 
24 OCT - 02 NOV U/W VACAPES OPAREA I HURRICANE SANDY SORTIE 
26 OCT RAS W/ USNS KANAWA 
01 NOV RAS W/ USNS PATUXTENT 
OS NOV - 09 NOV U/ W JAX OPAREA 
15 NOV CHANGE OF COMMAND 
19 NOV - 20 NOV AMMO OFFLOAD 
28 NOV U/W JAXOPAREA DLQ/ RLQ 
29 NOV - 02 DEC U/ W IDCERTEX 13-2 OPFOR 
02 DEC RAS W/ USNS BIG HORN 
04 DEC - 07 DEC PORT EVERGLADES PVST 
07 DEC - 08 DEC SONAR SELF NOISE ASSESSMENT 
08 DEC - 10 DEC U/W JAXOPAREA DLQ/RLQ 
11 DEC - 14 DEC U/W IDCERTEX 13-2 OPFOR 
12 DEC RAS W/ USNS BIG HORN 
17 DEC U/W JAXOPAREA DLQ/RLQ 
1 9 DEC - 20 DEC AMMO OFFLOAD 
21 DEC - 22 JAN CMAV 3A1 
22 DEC - 03 JAN HOLIDAY LEAVE/ UPKEEP PERIOD 

4 . Narrative: 

USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) is one of 21 Oliver Hazard Perry (OHP) 
Class Frigates in the U.S. Navy's inventory. The OHP Frigate is 
a versat ile platform designed to conduct multiple warfare areas 
including Submarine, Air, Surface Warfare, and Maritime 
Interception Operations. TAYLOR is 453 ft long, 45 feet at the 
beam, has a draft of 24 feet, displaces approximately 4100 tons, 
and has a crew of 193, including 28 Officers of which six are 
female, 17 Chief Petty Officers, and 165 enlisted Sailors . 
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On 9 February, the time came for the TAYLOR crew to say 
good- bye to their families and begin the transit across the 
Atlantic Ocean to support Fifth and Sixth Fleet operational 
requirements . 

Shortly after departing, the crew honored 17 departed 

Sailors and one departed spouse by committing their cremains to 

the sea in a Burial at Sea ceremony. The Commanding Officer 

presided over the ceremony and the Executive Officer committed 
the ashes to the sea of the following: 

Disbursing Clerk Third Class George S. Catoe III , USN; 
Airman Michael E. Rogers , USN; 
Chief Yeoman Richard L. Reynolds, USN ; 
Ship ' s Serviceman First Class James W. Ruth, USN; 
Radioman First Class Raymond L . Giles, USN; 
Lieutenant Junior Grade Terry G. Miller, USN; 
Master Chief Yeoman William R. Schrader, USN; 
Merchant Mariner Herbert Hansen, USCG; 
Patricia P . Hansen, Sailor Spouse ; 
Culinary Specialist Third Stanley M. Yacuk, USN; 
Electricians Mate Second Class Darrel W. Mohler , USN ; 
Chief Boatswain Mate William J . Ryszykow , USN; 
Chief Musician Gary M. Underwood , USN ; 
Chief Quartermaster Eldridge V. Felder SR, USN; 
Aerographers Mate First Class John R. Hilderman, USN; 
Evelyne L . Van Doren, Dependent Wife; 
Seaman Second Class Marvin L. Watson, USN; 

Funchal , Portugal was the first stop on the deployment in 
order to conduct a Brief Stop for Fuel (BSF) . 

On 19 February, the ship began participating in NATO 
OPERATI ON ACTIVE ENDEAVOR (OAE) , which she participated in 
through 19 August . TAYLOR completed its Trans-Atlantic voyage by 

transiting the Strait of Gibraltar on 21 February. Once in the 
Mediterranean, in support of OAE, TAYLOR monitored shipping 
lanes and conducted maritime security patrols in the Western and 
Central Mediterranean. 

TAYLOR moored in Souda Bay, Crete , 25 February to conduct 
maintenance, upkeep and scheduled liberty . Upon departing Souda 

Bay, TAYLOR headed West to conduct a PASSEX with French 
Submarine S605 Amethyste . TAYLOR then headed toward the Suez 
Canal and entered Egyptian Territorial Waters and subsequently 

transferred operational control from SIXTH Fleet to FIFTH Fleet 

on 1 March . Around 0200 on 2 March, TAYLOR arrived at the Pilot 

Pickup point just north of Port Said to begin the transit south . 

However, upon checking in Port Said control , due to poor weather 

conditions, TAYLOR was informed that there would not be a pilot 
embarking until once inside of the Canal. The crew safely 
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brought TAYLOR into the Canal and began the 14-hour transit 
ending with Port Suez at the entrance to the Red Sea. 

Once in the Red Sea, TAYLOR began her participation in 
NATO's OPERATION OCEAN SHIELD and OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM in 
support of FIFTH Fleet and NATO operational requirements. TAYLOR 
made her way South through the Red Sea, through the Bab el 
Mandeb Straits and into the Gulf of Aden in order to support 
Commander Task Force 508 Counter Piracy efforts in the 
Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC) . Shortly 
after arriving in the ITRC, TAYLOR received National tasking for 
a CNO priority passenger transfer with an SSGN, which would take 
her around the Horn of Africa to the southern coast of Somalia . 
Once the tasking was complete, TAYLOR assumed a northerly track 
towards the IRTC. On 11 March, while traveling north towards the 
IRTC TAYLOR conducted its first boarding of the deployment . Two 
days later, TAYLOR conducted her first Maritime Security Assist 
Visit (MSAV) . Over the next two weeks while operating within the 
IRTC, TAYLOR provided security and presence for transiting 
commercial vessels while conducting boardings on the following 
dates: 
12 March M/V al Kardi 
13 March M/V al Kilar 
19 March M/V Muhamadi 
21 March M/V Hurida I 
24 March M/V al Hafir 
25 March M/V Shibam 
26 March M/V al Hilal and M/V al Nasar 
28 March M/V al Karim 

During TAYLOR's time conducting maritime security patrols in the 
IRTC, TAYLOR conducted multiple boarding operations and did not 
allow a s~ngle piracy event to occur within her area of 
responsibility. 

6- 10 April was spent in port Salalah, Oman to provide the 
crew a chance to conduct upkeep and maintenance. Prior to 
leaving, TAYLOR embarked a media team to observe the daily 
shipboard routine onboard TAYLOR and document OPERATION OCEAN 
SHIELD. The following were embarked : 

Al Arabiya (TV) (One reporter and one cameraperson)­
Nourre~ine Fridhi and his cameraperson Sabiha Safi; 
The Guardian Newspaper (UK) - Nick Hopkins; MORGENAVISEN 
Jyllands - Posten - Asger Westh. The media were transferred to 
HDMS ABSALON (L16) on 12 April to continue their reporting. 

TAYLOR was then tasked to proceed South · from the IRTC to the 
coast of Somalia . While operating off the Somali coast TAYLOR 
conducted Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) 
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on known pirate camps in order to develop pattern of life for 

follow-on Somali Basin operations. TAYLOR also performed the 

duties as the "pouncer", an assignment delineating TAYLOR as the 

ship to respond and close any pirated or suspected pirated boat 

in the event that they decided to leave their respective pirate 

camp . 

On 19 April, with the monsoon season approaching in the 

southern Indian Ocean, the weather brought the monsoon's 

trademark increased seas and winds. As a result, the risk of 

piracy in the Somali Basin decreased and increased within the 

Gulf of Aden. It was determined that TAYLOR would be more 

valuable within the IRTC. 

TAYLOR provided securi ty and presence for transiting 

commercial vessels while conducting hoardings on the following 

dates : 
21 April M/V Shihir 
26 April M/ V al Boom Marine and M/V Hasweyn 

2 7 April M/ V al Almabrook II 
OS May M/ V al Namjim 
06 May M/ V al Zaim 
18 May M/ V Beyzar 

Enroute to the Seychelles, TAYLOR was visited by Davy Jones 

on 9 May as TAYLOR crossed the Equator at OO.OO.OS/ OSO.OO.OE. 

One hundred and twenty-four new shellbacks were inducted into 

the ancient order of the deep. Arriving in Port Victoria , 

Seychelles on 11 May, TAYLOR was able to conduct maintenance and 

preservation while allowing the crew liberty . 

On 21 May while on patrol in the IRTC, TAYLOR's helicopter 

noticed an Yemeni type dhow stranded in the Gulf of Aden. 

TAYLOR ' s VBSS team conducted a boarding and determined, despite 

their best efforts, the dhow would need to be towed in order to 

ensure the safety of life at sea in the heavily transited IRTC . 

TAYLOR provided rations, water, and towing assistance to the 

dhow off the coast of Yemen. On 22 May TAYLOR turned M/V Nadah 

over to a rescue dhow for further assistance. 

From 21 May to 11 June, TAYLOR patrolled the IRTC conducting 

the following approaches and hoardings: 

24 May M/V al Mutamayiz 
29 May M/V Aqsa 
30 May M/ V al Hilial II 
31 May M/ V Alamab 

On 11 June TAYLOR arrived in Salalah, Oman to conduct upkeep 

and provide the crew liberty. Departing Salalah on 15 June, 
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TAYLOR returned to the ITRC for patrol conducting hoardings on 
the following dates: 
16 June M/ V Zambia 
17 June M/ V Al Alamin 
19 June M/ V al Mahfuud 

On 22 June TAYLOR received tasking to participate as an 
escort for the World Food Program M/V Tupi Maiden ensuring vital 
supplies reached Djibouti on time, without incident. TAYLOR 
participated in escort duties with FS Guepratte of the European 
Union Maritime Task Force 465 to ensure safe passage of the M/V 
to Dijbouti. Following escort duties TAYLOR proceeded to the 
northern Somali Coast to gather intelligence, conduct 
surveillance and reconnaissance . Utilizing all available means 
TAYLOR deployed her small boat and available sensors to collect 
information necessary to determine patterns of life along the 
Somali coast. TAYLOR returned to the IRTC and conducted the 
following hoardings and approaches : 
26 June M/V al Nurani 
27 June M/ V al aamir, al Fowz 
01 July M/ V al Nurani, Mahdi 
02 July M/V Salma, Salamar,Sadiq II 
04 July M/ V Fahad 
OS Jul y M/ V Fahad 

On 10 July, TAYLOR moved north from the IRTC to the Gulf of 
Oman, arriving in Muscat, Oman on 13 July. TAYLOR conducted 
numerous repairs while in port, as well as held an attache 
luncheon aboard. The following attaches were in attendance: 

COL Lyons, USMC 
CDR Fry, USN 
CAPT Newton, UK 
CAPT Mustafa Mohmoud, Egypt 
CAPT Arjun dev Nair, India 
CAPT Naveed Anwar Cheema, Pakistan 
Returning to sea on 16 July, TAYLOR returned to the IRTC 

via the Gulf of Oman . TAYLOR conducted hoardings of M/V Al Hugra 
and M/ V Volvo . Additionally, she closed to within three nautical 
miles of the somali coast to conduct overt patrols and collect 
intelligence, including the surveillance of the pirated vessels 
M/V Royal Grace and M/ V Smyrna . 

On 30 July, Commander Hill visited the HNLMS Evertsen 
(F805 ) , a De Seven Provincien class frigate of the Royal Dutch 
Navy, and flagship, CTFSOS. 

TAYLOR continued patrols in the IRTC, and again visited the 
Somali coast on 05-06 August to conduct ISR events for pattern 
of life development. At one point, TAYLOR's VBSS team observed 
Somalis swimming out to the RHIB in an attempt to communicate. 
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TAYLOR then returned to the IRTC for patrol, conducting a 
boarding of the M/V Abari Baxar on 11 August . 

On 15 August, TAYLOR conducted her final RAS in the Gulf of 
Aden with the USNS CARL BRASHEAR . Additionally, the commander of 
CTF 508 visited TAYLOR just before her departure. After the RAS 
had been completed, TAYLOR began her journey back home, passing 
through the Bab el Mendeb Strait on the evening of 15 August . 

For the next three days, TAYLOR moved steadily northward 
through the Red Sea, and towards the Suez Canal. On the evening 
of 18 August, she entered the Gulf of Suez, and arrived at Port 
Suez in the early morning of 19 August. TAYLOR conducted a 
relatively uneventful northbound transit of the canal, and 
entered the Mediterranean Sea in the late afternoon of 19 
August. 

After a two day transit westward, TAYLOR conducted a 
nighttime RAS with the USNS JOHN LENTHALL off the northern coast 
of Crete. Continuing westward, TAYLOR passed through the Straits 
of Sicily on 22 August, and passed through the Strait of 
Gibraltar on the evening of 24 August. 

TAYLOR conducted a night time anchorage evolution in the 
early morning hours of 25 August prior to pulling into Rota, 
Spain, for a BSF. Underway again in the late evening, TAYLOR 
turned southward towards the Canary Islands, arriving at the 
Port of Las Palmas on 27 August . 

Las Palmas was the final liberty port before returning home 
and proved to be a very enjoyable port visit. TAYLOR conducted a 
joint fire drill with the city of Las Palmas fire department and 
hosted the Mayor of Las Palmas aboard as well as the President 
of the Port Authority. Additionally , CDR Hill conducted an 
official call with Admiral Salvador Delgado Moreno, Almirante 
Comandante del Mundo Naval de Canarias . TAYLOR Sailors conducted 
a community relations project at Hospitales San Roque, a local 
hospital. TAYLOR bid farewell to Las Palmas on 30 August, and 
continued her journey westward. Shortly upon departure, she was 
directed to divert first to Bermuda, and then to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico because of a tropical weather system in the North 
Atlantic. 

TAYLOR anchored in San Juan harbor on the afternoon of 7 
September and took fuel throughout the night to support a 
morning underway. She made her way homeward, arriving at Naval 
Station Mayport in the late morning of 10 September, welcomed by 
family and friends, as well as the Commanders of Destroyer 
Squadron 14 and HSL-48. For the remainder of September, the crew 
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enj oyed a well-deserved leave and upkeep period lasting through 
early October. 

On 15 October , TAYLOR got underway once again for a week of 
l ocal operations in the Jacksonville Operations Area. This 
i ncluded a detect-to-engage assessment of the ship's air defense 
capability, as wel l as damage control drills and deck landing 
qualifications for HSL 48. 

Following her return on 19 October, TAYLOR bid farewell to 
CDR Volpe, and greeted LCDR Rodriguez as the new Executive 
Officer. 

As TAYLOR made preparations to get underway for her journey 
northward for a visit to Newport, Rhode Island, Tropi cal Storm 
Sandy formed in the southern Caribbean and began moving towards 
Florida. TAYLOR got underway and began to move north ahead of 
the storm. 

As the storm's track changed, TAYLOR was i nstructed to 
divert to Norfolk to weather the storm. Just as she was 
beginning her inbound leg into Norfolk harbor, word reached 
TAYLOR that the entire fleet was under sortie. Now making her 
way eastward i n company with USS WASP, she spent several days 
nort heast of Bermuda, awaiting the passage of Hurricane Sandy as 
i t moved towards the Atlantic coast. 

Once past the storm, TAYLOR conducted a RAS with the USNS 
PATUXTENT on 1 November an then set course for Mayport, arriving 
back home on 2 November for a short respite before getting U/W 
once again on s November. After a short week underway, TAYLOR 
sailed back into Mayport on 9 November, CDR Hill's last underway 
as Commanding Officer. 

On 15 November the wardroom and crew bid farewell to CDR 
Hill, as CDR Dennis J. Volpe relieved him as Commanding Officer 
of uss TAYLOR. For the first time since the ship's 
commissioning, the immediate family of the s namesake, CDR 
Jesse Junior Taylor, to include his wife Mrs. 
made a visit to the ship. Following the ceremony, the crew 
celebrated Thanksgiving weekend and made preparations for the 
upcoming underway . 

On 28 November, CDR Volpe took TAYLOR to sea for the first 
time as Commanding Officer . TAYLOR provided a platform for DLQs 
for HSL 42 and HSM 60 before beginning participation in IDCERTEX 
13-2 as the opposition force. The ship celebrated her 28~n 
birthday on 1 December. TAYLOR conducted a short port visit to 
Port Everglades during Broward County Navy Days. TAYLOR Sailors 
participated in a memorial ceremony for Flight 19, as well as 
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several other community relations projects, and welcomed several 

WWII veterans aboard including one of the last of the Tuskegee 
airmen. TAYLOR left Port Everglades and headed back north, again 
providing DLQ support for the 160th SOAR before finishing up 
OPFOR duties . 

On 18 December, TAYLOR steamed into Naval Station Mayport 

following successful completion of IDCERTEX 13-2, and began a 

short Leave and upkeep period prior to the start of a Selected 

Restricted Availability maintenance period scheduled for the 
first part of 2013. 

5 . Supporting Reports: 

a . Deployment Order Message (S) 

b . Burial at Sea Message {U) 

c. Funchal, Portugal Port Visit Report (U) 

d . Souda Bay, Crete Port Visit Report (C) 

e. PASSEX with French Submarine S605 Amethyste (C) 

f . Suez Canal Southbound After Action Report (U) 

g . OPCON Shift to FIFTH FLEET Message {C) 

h . Salalah, Oman Port Visit Report (U) 

i. Daily SITREPS/Daily OPREP (C) 

j . Port Victoria, Seychelles Port Visit Report (U) 

k. Salalah, Oman Port Visit Report (U) 

1. Muscat, Oman, Port Visit Report (U) 

m. Suez Canal Northbound After Action Report (U) 

n . Rota BSF After Action Report (U) 

o. Las Palmas Port Visit Report (U) 

p . CTF 508 Lessons Learned (C) 

q. CSF/ C6F Lessons Learned (C) 

r . San Juan BSF After Action Report (U) 
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s. Port Everglades Port Visit Report (U) 

6. Published Documents: 

a . Welcome Aboard Pamphlet (U) 

b. Mayport Mirror Articles (U) 

c. CUSNC Article 15 APR 2012 (U) 

d . Al-Arabyia Article(U) 

e . Operati on Ocean Shield Article (U) 

f. Change of Command Pamphlet (U) 

g. TAYLOR Homepage: www.taylor.navy.mil (U) 

7. Photographs: 

a. uss TAYLOR (FFG SO ) Photograph (U) 

b. CDR Hi l l Photo (U ) 

c . CDR Volpe Photo (U) 

d. LCDR Rodriguez Photo (U) 
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Hume Last Updated: Sat Jul21, 2012 14:52 pm (KSA) 11:52 am (GMT) 

NA10 says it's winning war against Somali piracy 
Saturdoy, 21 July 2012 

Pirate gangs can stay out at sea for long periods using captured merchant vessels as mother shipa and 

have been using Yemen's remote island of Socotra as a refueling hub. (Reuters) 

By REUTERS 
MUSCAT 

The threat from Somali pirates is receding but the international community must continue to work 

together to eliminate the menace, a NATO official said on Saturday. 

"We are getting more successful in reducing the Somali piracy threats with our constant patrolling but 

the international community must continue to exchange ideas and increase efforts to completely 
eradicate the problem,· Commodore Ben Bekkering, NATO's counter-piracy commander, said at a 

news conference on Dutch war vessel HNLMS Evertsen in Muscat. 

According to the International Maritime Bureau, there were 69 hijacking incidents by Somali pirates 
from Jan. 1 to July 12 this year, a drop of 32 percent compared to the same period in 2011. 

"We are happy to say that Oman's na")' is cooperating and helping us to find the hijackers but it is like 

looking for a needle in a haystack. • Bekkering said. 

Pirate gangs can stay out at sea for long periods using captured merchant vessels as mother ships and 

have been using Yemen's remote island of Socotra as a refueling hub. 

Oman lies at the mouth of the Gulf, a strategic, heavily patrolled waterway which channels the bulk of 
the world's crude shipments. 

"The Somali piracy crisis is costing world trade billions of dollars a year. It is important we all work 

together to stop it." Bekkering said. 

NATO said earlier that increased use of armed security guards, and other defenses like water cannon 
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Thank you for attending the Change of 
Command Ceremony onboard 

USSTAYLOR 

Welcome aboard 

Commander Dennis J. Volpe 

Fair Winds and Following Seas 

to 

Commander Jeremy R. Hill 

vss rr;4.rr£~(PPq 5o) 
"CJlroud ®ejerufer" 

Cliange of Command Ceremony 
15 :Novem6er 2012 



About the USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) 

USS TAYLOR is a 4100 ton, 453 foot long, OLIVER HAZARD PERRY 

class guided missile frigate. 

USS TAYLOR is manned by a crew of 21 Officers, 15 Chief Petty Officers 

and 176 enlisted men. The Navy built 53 of the PERRY class, and TAYLOR is 

the 19th to be built by Bath Iron Works of Bath, Maine, and was commissioned 
on 1 December 1984. TAYLOR is home ported in Mayport, Aorida and is 
assigned to Destroyer Squadron FOURTEEN. 

USS T.\YLOR is a multi-mission pbtform capable of performing a variety 

of roles ranging from convoy escort to air, surface and undersea warfare. 

TAYLOR utilizes two LM-2500 marine gas turbine engines for main propulsion. 
She is configured with a 76mm gun and anti-submarine torpedoes, as well as a 
variety of sophisticated self-defense weapons systems, electronics, radars, and 

communications equipment. TAYLOR is also configured to carry two SH-60B 

I.M11fi>S (Light Airborne 1\lulti-Purpose System) MK III helicopters, which 
are integrated with a combat systems suite to enhance the ship's undersea and 
surface warfare capabilities. TA\1..0R is also equipped with the Tactical Towed 

Array Sonar system (T.\CfAS) and an upgrade to the MK 92 rue control 

system, which gives TAYLOR a combat capability far beyond the class program 
expectations of the mid-1970s. 1bis combination of weapons system makes 
TAYLOR a valuable asset in the war-at-sea scenario. 

USS TAYLOR has operated cxtensi"-ely i.o the Western .\ tlantic Ocean, 
Barents Sea, Norwegian Sea, North Sea, Caribbean Sea, Mediterranean Sea, 
Arabian Gulf and the Horn of Africa. TAYLOR has made twelve extended 

deployments: with NATO's Standing Naval Force Atlantic in 1987, to the 
Arabian Gulf in 1988, in 1990 as part of OPER.\TION DESERT SHIELD and 

DESERT STORM, in 1992 as part of OPERATION SOUTHERN WATCH, 
in 1994 to the Mediterranean and Red Seas, in 1997 with N.A TO's Standing 

Naval Force Mediterranean, back to the Arabian Gulf in 1999; in 2002 as part 

of OPERATION DIRECf EDE.A\'OR with NATO's Standing Naval Forces 
Mediterranean; and in Arabian Gulf in 2006 in support of the Global War on 

Terrorism and OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM. In 2008 IN SUPPORT OF 
Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 and 6th Fleet requirements. In 2010, she 

conducted an independent surface strike group deployment to the Mediterranean 

Sea and alx>ve the Arctic Circle conducting Theater Security Cooperation 
operations. In 2012, she was forward deployed to 5th and 6th fleet in support of 
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM and I" ATO OPER.\TION ACTIVE 
ENDEAVOR and OCEAN SHIELD. 

------

Change of Command Ceremony 

Commander Jeremy R. Hill 
United States Navy 

will be relieved by 

Commander Dennis J. Volpe 
United States Navy 

As Commanding Officer 
USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) 



USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) 
Change of Command Ceremony 

15 November2012 

Order of Service 

Arrival of the Official Party 

Parading of tbe Colors USS TAYWR Ceremonial 
Color Guard 

National Anthem IC~ 

Invocation Chaplain 

Guest Speaker Remarks 

Presentation to Commanding Officer 

Presentation of Commissioning Pennant 

Remarks & Reading of Orders 

Reading of Orders & Remarks 

Benediction 

Departure of the Official Party 

CAPT Paul E. Flood 
CDS-14 Commodore 

CMOCM Joseph D. Gardner 
CMC,USN 

CDR Jeremy R. Hill, USN 

CDR Dennis J. Volpe. USN 

Chaplain 

USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) is named for the late Commander Jesse Junior Taylor, 
USN Commander Taylor was born in Wichita, Kansas, on 16 January 1925. He 
enlisted in the Navy in October 1942, and served as an .-\viation Radioman until 
the end of World War II with Bombing Squadron VB-1 1 aboard the Carrier USS 
HORNET in the South Pacific. 

During the Korean conflict he returned to rhe Na·vy as a Naval .-\viator and in 
May 1952 reaived his commission as an Ensign .• Hter a tow with Composite 
Squadron Four., be served as a NROTC Instructor at the University of California 
at Los Angeles. Further Bight training and a tour with the Chief of Staff, 
Naval .-\ir Training followed at NAS Pensacola, Florida. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant Commander while serving with \'F-174. Later he attended the Naval 
War College in Newport, Rhode Island and directed the Flight Test division of 
the Bureau of Naval Weapons at St. Louis, Missouri for two years. 

In July 1965, LCDR Taylor was assigned to Air Wtng t 6 aboard the attack 
carrier USS ORlSK.-\t-.'Y, and sailed to the Western Pacific. He flew 16 missions 
between September and November, earning an Air Medal and a Gold Star in lieu 
of a second award. 

On 17 November 1965, Commander Taylor was flying his Skyraider during 
:lrtacks on a key bridge near the North Vietnamese port of Haiphong. Ground 
fire had downed one of the other U.S. Navy aircn~ft and its pilot had ejected 
in a heavily defended area. Commander T~ylor heard the radio transmission 
describing the pilot's plight. lk:ilizing that time was of the essence in any artempt 
to rescue the downed pilot, Commander Taylor made a courageous decision. 
Although tt was not his assigned mission, and having discovered that the other 
rescue aircraft were occupied elsewhere, he took command of the rescue effort. 

Commander Taylor proceeded to the scene and found the pilot still in his 
parachute harness in shallow water. To cover the approach of the rescue 
helicopter, Commander Taylor attacked the anti-aircraft gun sites despite intense 
and accurate anti-aircraft fire and the fact that his own plane had sustained 
damage. The storm of enemy fire made it impossible for the helicopter to 
rescue the man on the ground. Meanwhile, because of fire on his own aircraft, 
Commander Taylor was forced to break off his own persis tent attacks. Rather 
than abandon his plane in enemy territory, he elected to try to ditch in the Gulf 
of Tonkin. However, fire burned through the wing of his plane and it crashed 
before he had time to eject. 

For his heroic determination to save a fellow pilot, at great risk to his own life, 
Conunander Jesse Junior Taylor was posthumously awarded , rhe Navy Cross. 



CAPTAIN PAUL E. FLOOD 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

Capt2.in Paul E. Flood, USN, is 
Commander Destroyer Squadron 14. 
His most recent tour was as the Prognm 
Manager for the Biological Threat 
Reduction Program, in the Cooperative 
Tlueat Reduction Directorate of the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency. He 
has served as a United States Navy Surface 
Warfare Officer since his commissioning in 
February 1986. 

Captain Flood commanded USS 
RODNEY M DAVIS (FFG 60) from March 2004 through November 2005, leading 
the ship during her operational deployments to Souteast Asia for Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT 05), and Southeast Asia Cooperation 
Against Terrorism (SEACAT 05). Capt:Un Flood served as Task Group Sea Comb-.tt 
Commander and Task Group Screen Commander for the five ship deployment 
group, and led ships from five Southeast Asian navies. 

He was the first Conunanding Officer of USS SHAl'vL\L (PC 13) taking her from 
fleet introduction through her first opentional deployment to Southern Command. 

Capt2.in Flood was Executive Officer on USS INGRAHAM (FFG 61), overseeing 
the training and prcpantions for RlMPAC and an Arabian Gulf deployment. His 
other sea tours include E.-tgineer Officer on USS SAMUEL B ROBERTS (FFG 58), 
and Main Propulsion Assistant on USS JOHN KING (DDG 3). 

Captain Flood's shore tours include Financial Branch Head for the Surface 
Warfare Directorate, O ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV N86); 
Finance Officer of the Surface Warfare Enterprise; E.""tecutive :\ssistant to the 
Director, Office of Program Appraisal, Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV OPA). 
Additionally, he has served in the Programming Division of the Office of the Chief 
of Naval Operations (OPNAY N80), and as Type Desk Officer on the staff of the 
Commander, Naval Surface Forces, ,\dan tic. 

His personal awards include the Defense Superior Service ;\ledal, Meritorious 
Service Medal (four awards), Navy Commendation Medal (five awards). and the 
Navy Achievement Medal {two awards). 

Captain Flood graduated from Davidson College in 1982 wirh a B.:\. in literarure; 
he has earned a Masters Degree from the Industrial College of the .\rmed Forces. 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 
CEREMONY 

Based on long naval heritage, the Change of 
Command Ceremony serves as both the symbolic and 

actual transfer of authority between Commanding 
Officers. Not only is the ceremony formal and 

impressive, but it also marks the transfer of total 
responsibility, authority, and accountability from one 

individual to another. 

The instantaneous, absolute and publicly­
acknowledged relinquishment and assumption of 

command occurs with the formal reading of official 
orders. Marking both the transition of authority and 
the acceptance of responsibility, the reading of the 

orders is the focal point of the ceremony. 

"Responsibility is accepting that we cannot always 
do the things we'd like to do, when called upon to do 
something; it's doing the right thing that counts." 

CDR Jesse Junior Taylor 



COMMANDER 
JEREMY R. HILL, USN 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) 

CDR Jeremy Hill was born in 

- · H e graduated &om the United 
StatCll Naval Academy and received his 
commission in 1995. 

His firs t tour of duty was aboard 

USS SCOTf (DOG 995), where he 
served as Ordnance O fficer and later, the 

E ngineering Training O fficer. In Febr uary 

1998, he received orders to USS CARR (FFG 52), where he served as O rdnance 

Officer. 

In May 2000, CDR Hill reported to USS DEYO (DD 989) and served as 

Combat Systems Officer. He then transferred to USS CORMORANT (MHC 

57) in December 2001 and served as Executive Of6ceL 

His next assignment was to the U.S. Naval War College, where he completed 

a I\iaster o f .\rts in N:ational Security and Strategic StudiCll and Joint Professional 

Military Education Phase I QPME I) in March 2005. He completed his Joint 

Professional Military Education Phase U QPME II) at the Armed Forces Suff 

College. 

In November 2005, CDR H ill reported to USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19), 

Seventh Fleet's Command Ship, as Executive officer. Commander Hill took 

Command o f USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) in May 2011 afrer completing his tout as 

Executive OfficeL 

COR Hill's touts ashore include Chief of Naval Operation's Sttttegic Studies 

Group X.XIII and Deputy, Seabasing Branch in the Office o f the Chief of 

Naval Operations, Assessmen t Division N81 where he concurrently com pleted 

a distance learning ~laster's of Systems :\naly~i~ degree with the Naval Post 

G radwte School in Monterey, C.\. 

CDR Hill's personal awards and decorations include: the Meritorious Service 

.\!edal (w/1 star), Navy Commendation .Med al (w/3 stars), the N:avy and Marine 

Corps : \chievement Medal (w/2 stars), and v:arious service awards. 

COMMANDER 
DENNIS J . VOLPE, USN 

PROSPECI'IVE 
COMMANDING OFFICER 

USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) 

~is originally from ..___and attended the 

United States Naval Academy where he 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in History in 1996. 

His first tout of d uty was aboard USS 
SPRUANCE (DD 963) &omJanuuy 1997 
until November :!000, where he served as 

Corrunwlicacio ns Officer, Training Officer and First Lieutenant. In October 

2004, he repo n ed to USS GETTYSBURG (CG 64) and served as Weapo ns 

Officer and Combat Systems Officer until January 2008. CDR Volpe recently 

finished his Executive Officer tour o n USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) from April 

201 1 until October 2012. CDR Volpe has participated in deployme.n ts in the 

~editerranean Sea, Black Sea, Caribbean Sea, Eastern Paci6c, Arabian Gulf and 

the Horn o f Africa. 

CDR Volpe's touts ashore include instructor duty at the United States 

Naval .Academy as a member of the Leadership, Ethics, and Law D epartment. 

'Y:·'hile assigned to the United States Naval Academy, he obtained a :Master's 

Degree in Leadexship and Hwnan Resource Development from the Naval 

Postgradwte School. In February 2008, CDR Volpe was selected to attend the 
N:wal Conunand and Staff College at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode 

Island. While assigned to the Naval Wu College, he obtained a Master's Degree 

in National Security and Strateg1c Studies, a counterinsurgency subspecialty and 

Jomt Pro fessional Military Education Phase I. CDR Volpe served as a long­

range operational planner (CJ5) at the ISAF Joint Command (IJq in Kabul, 

Afghanistan from July 2009 until J uly 2010. 

CDR Volpe's awards include the Defense I\leritorious Ser\'ice Medal· :-.lav,· 

Commendation ?\ledal (4 awards); Navy .-\chievement Medal (S award:) and 
various wlit, service and campaign awards. 
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Taylor Participants in Operation Ocean Shield 

By Ensign Jennifer Gabriel, USS Taylor (FFG 50) Public Affairs 

GULF OF ADEN - Over the past several weeks, guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) and its visit, 
board, search , and seizure {VBSS) team, have actively patrolled the Internationally Recommended Transit 
Corridor (IRTC) and provided security assistance to several merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of 
Aden region . 

Taylor, with embarked Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 48 Detachment 9, is assigned to 
Commander. NATO Task Force 508 Operation Ocean Shield . This Operation is NATO's counter piracy mission 
in the Gulf of Aden and India Ocean. 

"Ocean Shield is a clear demonstration of the alliance's capability in the maritime field , and its flexibility in 
meeting the variety of challenges posed in today's security environment," said Cmdr. J . R. Hill, USS Taylor's 
commanding officer. "~ part of the NATO Task Force Tayfor complements the European Union, Combined 
Maritime Forces (CMF), and independent nations' units tackling piracy in the region ." 

Taylor's mission is to patrol the waters of the Gulf of Aden, the Arabian Sea and Somali Basin , and investigate 
suspicious maritime activity. Additionally, the ship supports merchant vessels requiring assistance while 
transiting the IRTC and other regional waterways. Taylor also monitors commercial merchant shipping and 
convoys and provides security overwatch . 

"Most vessels we have encountered are legitimate fishing or trading and are not involved with piracy 
operations. but the data collected helps provide information for pattern of life analysis and evidence to 

ings that may help classify a dhow as a pirate vessel more clearly during a boarding" 
Taylor's semor VBSS Officer . 

. The information collected during each boarding operation is forwarded to other CTF 508 assets participating 
in Operation Ocean Shield , as well as other counter-piracy task force un its from the European Union Naval 
Force (EUNAVFOR), CMF, and other national contributors to provide increased regional maritime awareness 
and security for the international merchant community. 

Piracy and maritime crime are a significant concern to the international community, contributing nations, 
non-government and commercial organizations. Taylor has conducted numerous maritime security assist visit 
(MSAV) boardings in support of NATO's counter-piracy efforts. 

As the deployment continues, Taylor expects to remain vigilant on patrol, providing the maritime presence and 
security necessary to support counter-piracy efforts throughout the reg ion. 

Photos: 
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120311-N-XZ855-003 ARABIAN SEA (March 11 , 2012) U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to 
the guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) visit, board , search and seizure 
(VBSS) team d isembark a dhow after completing a routine compliant boarding. Taylor 
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is assigned to commander, NATO Task Force 508 supporting Operation Ocean Shield, 
maritime interception operations and counter-piracy in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 

ii
resiilipiionl stibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Cryptologic Technician Third Class-•.... -

Tag: 

• 'Released} 

120311-N-ZZ999-001 ARABIAN SEA(March 11 , 2012) U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to 
the guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) visit, board, search and seizure 
(VBSS) team transit back to the ship after conducting a compliant boarding. Taylor is 
assigned to commander, NATO Task Force 508 supporting Operation Ocean Shield, 
maritime interception operations and counter-piracy in the U.S. 5th.flm.irea of 

-

ibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Operations Specialist 1st Class ­
Released} 
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For further questions, please contact Coi'T'IT'Iander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Corrmand 
Conmander, U.S. 5th Fleet Public Affairs Office at 011-973-1785-4027. 

For Naval Support Activity Bahrain at 11-973-1785-4000. 
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By Paige Gnann 
The Mirror eciltor 
Fr1ends and famiies of USS Taylor (Ff G 50) got the opportunity to elepeltence a day In the lfe of their Sailor wtilll t.l1dMWay With the slip dlling a 
Friends and Family Day Cruise on Feb. 2. 
The day was also higNlghled with special visitors, Greg and Beth Taylor, the slip's namesake'• son and daugtter-II'Haw. 
USS Taylor was nam&d for Cmdr. Jeaaa Jlrior Taylor, who died on Nov. 17, 1965 after being shot down over North VIetnam while trying to rescue a 
downed pilot. 
The Taylors i ve in So~hem Cal fomla and It was their first visit to the ship aince ita commlaaloning 27 years ago. 
"I was very nervous to come on the slip," 11id Greg Taylor. "I didn't feel worthy to step onto a slip that people are here serving their cotrtry. B~ every 
single person on ttis ship his made"' feel comfortable.· 
The Taylors spent the day visiting with crew members and their familes, 11 wei u exploring the ship and Its memorablla. Beth Taylor gifted the mp with 
an a bun with pidl.rn of Cmdr. Taylor dur11'1Q hi a yeers of aei'Yice. 
•t remember my did as ~t a dad." Greg aald. 1Hls S8!VIcel ls one of the strongest tti1'1QS that's defined my life." 
Greg said he also remembers livir"G In JacksorNIDe \lotM his faller was stationed 11 a pilot at NAS Jacksonville 1nd Cecil Field. His mother. T1ylor's 
widow. is slit alve. She never remerried after losi111 her talsband in the war. 
"He was her sot.fmala. • Greg said. "She waa a great Nayy wife. • 
Before settlng sail. Commanding Ot'flcer. Cmdr. J .R. Hi I, welcomed the group on board and thlnked them for supporting their Senors from the hometront. 
"Havir.; Greg and Beth Taylor on board for the Fllends and Family Day cr\isa was an honor and privilege for me, the crew, and the famllealhat joined "' 
for the evert," Hll said. "\Mth more than 1 !50 friends and family members unde.way with us, we had the opportll'llty to show OLI' guests What a baste day 
In the Navy Ia like . It also gave the familea a chance to see that the crew Is highly proficient In operatlfll the ship as we prepare for a deployment 
overseas. The cr&W takes a lot of pride In their a hip and 1 belave the Taylor namesake family saw that In them." 
Seaman Apprentice 1 brought his fathe. and grandfather. , o~ for the day cn.iae. It was old times fo.-who 
served In the Navy as a MacNrist'a Mate dLI'Ifll the 50s on the destroyer USS Cone. 

- started a tradition of miliary MfVice, followed by thrH 10111 and two grandctildren jolrifll differeri branc:hea of the mlltary. 
'We ll1ed to lead~ way to go.--sald. 
The day was also filed with activities sldl u a toLl' of the main areas of the ahlp, lnekJdlng the btldge. Thare was a Visit Board , Saarctl and SeizU11 
(VBSS) exhibit. and a chance for everyone to relax dll1ng a Steel Beactl picnic on the fantail 
"This Is great." laughed slater of LoglaUca Special It 2nd Ctaaa (SW/AW) "lfs awesome. I dildn't know he had 
gol.fmlrt klnches and dinners!" 
"I'm having a blast." father of Boatswain's Mate Seaman - said. 'He's walked me arol.lld al the different spaces. I'm very proud [of 
• . He's out there fo r a raason." 
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Taylor Completes First Leg Of Deployment 
Po•ted: Fetwuaoy 28, 201 2 - e 23pm 

By Ensign Jennifer ~brill 

USS Teyfor PAO 

uss Taylor (FFG 50), with the "Barefoot Bandits" of Helicopter ArCI-SI.tlmarlne Llgtt Squadron 48 Detachmert 9 embarked, succ:essfiA!y completed its 

Trana-Atlantlc jolfTWly martled by a Brief Stop for Fuel in Fl.llChal, Portugal on Feb. 19. 

The Offlcera and c:rft of USS Taylor and HSL-48 Detactrnart 9 said goodbye to friends and family In Mayport on Feb. 9 as they departed for their 2012 

deployment to the Fifth Fleet area of operation In s~rt of Counter-Piracy operaliona. 

USS Taylor completed the 111'111 phase of the COMNAVSURFLANT pilot training program during the two Jima COMPTUEX and was certified as an 

Independent Deployer In December. The Cl'fiW of USS Taylor enjoyed a holday leave and 14)keep period, aa well sa completed an e.Jdenaive 

pre-deployment maintenance avallabllty fonowfng deployment certification. Since departlJ10 on deployment, the crew has spert the past 10 days focusiJ10 

on mission requrements tiYough extensive tralring. They completed several damage control and llreflghtlng dl111a, fllgtt operations, weapor11 

qualification, and a maD boat operations to prepare for forward deployed operations. 

"LeavfJ10 family at home Is aways diffiCUlt, b~ staying billy at sea Is a good way to keep you from beoomlng homealc:l( aald SN··· 

There is a defirite buu througho~ the ship about expectatlona for the ne.Jd several mortns as aewmembeR dl&a16S the details of past deploymerta. 

USS Taylor rel\.med home in October 2010 from a Maditananean deployment In which the CR!W had the opportunity to visit over fifteen cot.nries. The 

mission then was Theater Secu1ty Cooperation in order to develop and malrtaln poaftlve US relltions In the EII'Opean theater of operations. 

The 2012 Coiner Piracy mission is rWM to many crewmembers, W the t:lfNt Is prepared and elCCited to demonstrlte the aldlla they twve developed over 

the past year in Marltlme SeciXity Operations, Visit Board Search and Seln.re (VBSS) operaHons. force protection. weapons acancy, and ship 

handl f10. The "Barefoot Bandits" of HSL-48 Detac:h.ment 9 have upanded Taylor's m!Mi-mlaalon capabilities to incklde long-ra~ SU'face atSVeilance 

and anti-submarire operations, aerial force protection, search •nd resrue, medical evaeu~tlon. and vertical repllnlstmert. 

Crosaing the Atlartic was the firat major milestore of USS Taylor's seven-month deploymert. Wille there are many more milestones that the t:lfNt wll 

have to meet during lhe coming monttw, the Proud Defenders bok forward to the opportu'llty to take part In Operation Endl.ring Freedom and Operation 
D<;eon Shield in 514>1>0rt of Fifth Fillet end NATO operetionel requfrementa. 
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USS Taylor Enters U.S. 5th Fleet 
Potted: Men::h 28, 2012- 5:35pm 

By Enalgn Jennifer Gabriel 
USS Taylor (FFG 50) Public Affairs 

The guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) began its deployment within the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responslbifity, March 1. 
Taylor's navigational team led the stip through the approxirratety 100.mile lerQih of the Suez Canal, which lirlls the Mediterranean to the Red Sea, which 

lasted 14-hours. 
"The Suez Canal transit was 8 good experience from 8 navigation standpoint. \Nhile the transit was not too difficult, there were several components. such 

as the lerQth and the widlh of the canal, that made it 8 great training evolution,· said Quartermaster 2nd Clas 

The Suez Canal Authority prollided an impre&&ill!l force protection posture during the entire transit, IJIIizlrQiand, air and sea assets to ensure a safe and 
secure passage through the canal and into the Red Sea. 
"The transit was a C\Aturalty el'lllgrtenlng experience. Not only was the crew able to see smal aspects of Egypt's Infrastructure, we were able to work with 
several Egyptian navigation pilots who showed us new ways to use OIS navigational radars; said Ensign- Taylor's jullor officer of the de<:k. 
The Suez Canal, a strategic chokepoint through wlich almost 10 peroant of wor1d trade flowa, generates more than five bilion dolara in anruai revenue. 
Taylor Is assigned to commander, NATO Task Force 508, supporting the coLfller-piracy mission, Operation Ocean St-ield. 
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Taylor Participates In Operation Ocean Shield 
Posted: ,April 18, 2012 . 5:02pm 

By Ensign Jennifer Gabriel 
USS Taylor Public Affairs 

During the past several weeks, guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) and Its visit, board, search, and seizure (VBSS) team, have activetj patrolled 
the h1emationaly Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC) and provided security assistance to several merchant vessels transiting ttvough the Gulf of 
Aden region. 

Taylor. with embalted Heficopter Anti-Sli>marine Squadron Ught (HSL) 48 Detachment 9, Is assigned to Commander, NATO Task Force 508 Operation 
Ocean St'ield. This Operation is NATO's co triter plracy mission In the Gut of Aden and India Ocean. 

·ocean Shield Is a clear demonstration of the allance's capabllty In the maritime field, and Its flexibility In meetltll the variety of chalenges posed in 
today's security emironmert.• said Cmdr. J . R. Hil, USS Taylor's commanding officer. 
"As part of the NATO Task Force TaylOr complemei'U the E11opean Union, Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), and independer1 nations' units tackling 
piracy in the region,"Hill added. 

Taylor's mission Is to patrol the waters of the Gut of Aden. the Arabian Sea and Somal Basin, and investigate suspicious maritime activity. Additionally. 

the ship supports merchant vassals requiring assistance while transiUng the iRTC and other naglonal watei'W8y1. 

"Most vessels we have enco1611ered are legitimate fishing or trading and are not lmolved wi1h piracy operations, b\1 the data collected he_,s provide 
Information for pattem of lfe analysis and evidence to compare between boardings that may hetp·ctassify a dhow as a pirate vessel more clearly during a 
boarding, • said Lt. Taylor's senior VBSS Officer. 

The information collected during each boarditll operation is forwarded to other CTF 508 usets participating in Operation Ocean Shield, as wei as other 
courier-piracy task force 1.111ts from the E110pean Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR). CMF, and other national cor1ribulors to provide increased regional 
maritime awareness and seC~Sity for the International merchani commlrity. 
Piracy and maritime crime are a significant concem to the ir1ernationai comml.llity, contributing nations, non-government and commercial orgarizatlons. 
Taylor has conducted numerous maritime sea..ity assist visit (MSAV) boardlngs in support of NATO's courier-piracy efforts. 

As the deplOyment continues, Taylor expeds to remain vigilant on patrol, providing the maritime presence and secu1ty necessary to support counter­
piracy efforts throughout the region. 
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Taylor Participates In 'Ocean Shield' 
Posted: May 23. 2012 - 6:21pm 

By Ensign Jennifer Gabriel 
USS Taylor Public Affairs 

Over the past several weeks, gUded-mlsslle frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) and 1t1 visit, board, search, and seiZu-e (VBSS) team, have actively patrolled 
the lntemationaly Recommended Transit Conidor (IRTC) and provided secuity assistance to several merchant vessels transiting through the GIM of 

Aden region. 

Taylor, with embatl«!d Hal copter Anti-Submarine Squadron light (HSL) 48 Detachment 9, Is assigned to CommandBI', NATO Task Force 508 Operation 

Ocean Shield. This Operation is NATO's coiJ'ltef-piracy mission in the Gut of Aden and India Ocean. 

"Ocean Shield Is a clear demonstration of the alienee's capabiUty in the maritime field, and its fleldbiity In meeting the variety of chalenges po&ed In 
today's security envirorrnent," said Cmdr. J. R. Hil , Taylor's commanding officer. "As part of the NATO Task Force Taylor complements the EtSopean 
Union, Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), and Independent nations' l.llits tacking piracy In the region.· 
Taylor's mission is to patrol the waters of the Gut of Aden, the Arabian Sea and SomaD Basin, and investigate suspicious maritime activity. Additionally, 

the ship s~ports merchant vessels requiring assistance while transiting the IRTC and other regional waterways. Taylor also monitors commercial 
merchant slipping and convoys and provides security owrwatcn. 

"Most vessel& we have encol.l"'lered are legitimate fisling or trading and are not involved with piracy operations, but the data collected~ provide 

information for pattern of Hfe analysis and evidence to compare between boardlngs that may help classify a dhow as a pirate vessel more dearly dur11J4 a 
boarding," said Lt. Taylor's senior VBSS Officer. 

Piracy and marttlme crime are a significant concern to 1t1e international comml.l'lity, conlriblii!Y4 nations. non-government alii commercial orgarizalions. 

Taylor has conducted numerous maritime security assist visit (MSAV) boarding& In support of NATO's col.f'IIB!'·plracy efforts. 
As the deployment continues, Taylor expects to remain vigilant on patrol, providing the maritime presence and security necessary to support counter­
piracy efforts throughout the region. 
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Taylor Aids Yemeni Dhow 
Posted: .Moe&. 2012. 6:22l>m 

By ltj.g. Jennifer Gabriel 

USS Taylor Public Affairs 

Gl.dcled-mlsalle frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) rendered aulslance to a distressed Yemeni flat"lng dhow expertendrv mechanical problems, May 19-21. 

Aircrew members of an SH~OB Sea Hawk telcopter assigned to Taylor's embarlced Helicopter Antl-SIA!marine Squadron Llgt't (HSL) 48 Detachment 9. 

observed the Yerneni fishing dhow Nat'da, approllimetet,' 190 n~Mtcal miles aoi.Ahwest of Salalah, Oman. 

'Vole descended down to check the dhow .00 noticed there were a few people on deck. They began to waw ttwk' arms above their heads Vf11Y similar lo 

the intemational 11ign of distress." Lt.- HSL~ Del. 9 pilot. "l'hese actions were not typical, based on prevto~..a encounters. and I had already 

noticed the vessel was not movtng. ~two to gather. I reaRzed that the veaael was In dlatresa." 

Taylor deployed a rigid-tuled inflalable boat (RHIB) with members of its visit, board. search and Hinre (VBSS) team, to assess the condition of the 

dhow and its nine mariners. The dhow's muter reported ervin!! and mecharical problems as the YISselaalled from SOcotra Island to Shitir, Yemen. Two 

englnemen aqlgned to Taylor. confirmed the engine was Inoperable. 

Taylor immediately coordinated with the Yemeni Cout Guard to provide auistance with dhow. D1.a to the lack of propulsion and the dhow's location 

within the Internationally Re<:ommended Transit Corridor (IRTC), Taylor remained ovemlgt't In c:loH proldmlty to the dhow to ensuna 1he safety of the 

CS'f!W. The VBSS team provided Nahda's crew with food end water; end medical persornel useued h mariners 10 be In good health. 

Taylor towed Nahda toward Yemeni territorial waters May 20 becauee wilhout eny propUlsion capabilty the dhow poses a hazard to navigation and 

unsafe to remain at sea. Taylor rendezvoueed with a Yemeni Coast Guard rescue vessel to flXther support Nahcla's aew, May 21 . Taylor departed the 

aoene and contlru!d its minion. 

"'The event was successful due to the combined effort of the VBSS teem, h erQineers, boatswain's mates, and qual fled omcers of the deck. • said Lt. 

•••••• Taylor's navigator and VBSS boarding officer. "The team was able to safely prepare Nahda for tow and provide assistance to Its rxew 

dlXtng the transit. • 
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USS Taylor Returns From 5th Fleet 
Po. ted: Septenilor 19, 2012 • 6:10pm 

""* by Me:, .... w. - ...... Saola<a lltigned 10 the ~decl.mtolle frigale USS 'l)yiOf (FFG 60} rren "e n iiiU the ll'ip - In,....., Slaton Mlypcn.,... a tuCCHtt.A -.morfl ~IIWII10 the US. Fi!lh Fleet.,.. ot -efOfl ln "-'9PGft ot U.S. ond NATO eo..ntor-Pirecy requlr-

By Lt j.g. Jennhr Ga~l 
USS Taylor PAO 

Famllie$ and fr1ends welcomed back gl.ided·mlsslle fr1gate USS Taytor (FFG 50) and membett of HSL-48 oetactvnent 9 at Naval Station Mayport on 
Sept 10 following the completion of a sucoecsf\J severHnOnth deployment to the U.S. Fifth Fleet area of operation In sf.4)1lort of u.s. and NATO 
Counter-Piracy reql.irements. 
' I am extremely pleased and proud of the ol.istanding efforts of every Sailor aboard Taylor during the last seven months. Taylor's efforts, combined with 
the efforts of the other marttlme task forces, er.urad tte aafe tranclt of thousand• of merchlnt and amaler vessell tttoughol.i the Hom of Afr1ca area In 
order to enable greater regional stabilty," said Cmdr. Demis Volpe, Taylor's eJCeQ.(ive off'tcer. 'Every Sailor should be proud of 01.1' aocomplislmerh and 
I know they are looking forward to a weJ.deserved opportt.nlty to ~elax and tnYind with family and fr1enda.-
Taylor and Its crew of mo~e than 200 Sailors sucoesaf!My conducted a wide range of operations 1141POr1ing Operation Endl.l'ing Fleedom and Operation 
Ocean Shield wtile assigned to Commander. NATO Tuk Force 508. Cotner -piracy was the pr1mary mission lows of the deployment, wlich Included 
operational coordination with European Naval Force (TF 465). 1ndependent nations •14>Porting the mission. and Coal lion Marttlme Force (CMF) asaeta 
operating in the lntematlonally Recommended Tranclt Conidor (IRTC) and Soma• Basin. Over lhe past seven months, Taylor was involved with three 
significant escort and safety-of-Ufe-at-sea missions and m~piB Intelligence, SI.I'Velllance, and Recomalssance (ISR) missions to provide pattern of life 
lntonmallon for regional trend analysis In order to Sl4)port fu'.ln operational planr1fll. 
In direct sf.4)1lort of the coll'ller·piracy mission. the .tip's Visit, Board, Search. and Seizin (VBSS) Team dedicated over one hlrdred man hon 
conducting more than 70 Maritime Seeuity Assistance visits of v .. aala operating lhroughoLA the Hom of Afrtce region from tl'e GLCf of Aden to GUlf of 
Oman to the Indian Ocean and the Somar. Basin. 
Taylor's single SH-60B hel copter detacl'rnent sJ.4)ported the col.l'ller-plracy effort and amassed seven tuldfed flol1 hoU"S, ~ an alfframe fatigue 
life 6mit, wnle providing overwatcn for VBSS operations, conducting sse and ISR missions, and rine vertical rapleriaiYnents. 
"Each dawn seemed to br1ng e new cnalenge for lhe alrcrew and malntalrers of Heartache 17. Whether It was traciQng the large volme of merchant 
ships transiting the IRTC or observifll known pirate camps along the ooastllne, the 'Barefoot Bandits' of Detachment NINE co lAd be courted on to 
execute the mission. The exceptional performance of o~.r ncraft malntainers In one of tte wor1d 's most demanding ellllfronme!Ts was the fol.l'ldalion for 
0\1' success at detening plracy In the ~egion, • said Ll Cmdr Taylor' a Alrbou. 
Additionally, the sllp and her crew participated In 25repleristrnenta ataea (RAS) and safely conducted 22 apeclal Sea and Anchor evolutions, wtile 
puling 'tn and out of multiple overseas porta and transiting the Suez Canal twice. 
"No piracy In 01.1' patrol area' was tte deployment mono and ltllt Is exactly what the aew er.l.l'ed while patrol ng tl'e waterways known for piracy. They 
took on the cha~e of self-sufficiency In malntai!Wng their eqlipmert wtich helped kMp tte slip on station and ready for al missions auigned. Every 
Individual was cllallenged in actieving a warfare quaUflcation, major In-rate qualflcaVon, or advancement to the next higher paygradle. They aclieved 
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those goals and many achieved an of them througho\.t the past seven months." Said Cmdr. Jeremy Hil, Taylor's Commandi!ll Officer. "I am extremely 
proud and honored to be part of their accompllstvnerts and professional growth." 
The officers and crew enjoyed a few port visits dUil'l! the deployment includilll Portugal, Crete, Oman, and the Seychelles for a ittle rest and relaxation 
from the arduous underway periods while conducting maintenance and t.pkeep to ensure contll'l.led openttlonal readiness. Vv'hile in port, the Chain­
of-Command continued the U.S. Navy's longstanding tradition of ambassadorship by providing toll'S to Ministry of Aviation In the Seycheles, hosting 
several foreign attaches wtlle in Muscat, Oman, and conducting official cals with the Task Force Commanders of both TF508 and TF465. 
USS Taylor (FFG 50) performed Sl4)erbty over the past seven months, satisfying all mission requirements and maintaining high spirits with a "can-do" and 
a "stay on mission through self sufficiency• attitude. Taylor's crew wllspend the next cot.ple of weeks with family, friends, and loved ones and erjoy some 
weli.<feserved post.<feployment leave to decompress after being away from home. DUing their leave and t.pkeep period, the crewwll undolbtedty 
maintain their 111surpassed wor11 ethic and high standards of professionafism to prepare the ship for future trairing requirements and operational tasking. 
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USS Taylor Changes Hands 
PosUid: Novetm« 20. 2012 . 2 :53pm 

Pfto<o byPolgo Onoon 
USS TaylOr ,_ Co~lng O!leer. c.rcr. Oenrlo\A:llpe. right. holcls a pi!JCe c1 cake baked by lho lhlp'a ~nary opecl8111t& Ill r<o-e lho Ametlc:4r> Rag..,., cut e& outgoing Conmonci no 
O!!ieer. CO'Ilr. Jerert¥ Hil rrid<te. reaches for a ploill. 

By En1lgn Caltlyn Lavln•on 
USS TaylorPAO 

Command of the Mayport-based Guided Mlsalle Fr1gate USS Taylor (FFG 50) cha!lled hands on Thursday, Nov. 13 when Cmdr. Demis J. Volpe relieved 
Cmdr. Jeremy R. Hilln frort of the crew, fT1ends and family and some very special guests. 
USS Taylor was the proud host to the family ils namesake. Jesse Junior Taylor. Twenty·tiYee Taylor family members attended the change of command. 

including Jesse Jr. Taylor's widow, The last time Mrs.~s on board was 28 years ago tor Taylor's commlsslonng ceremony. The 
family was able to participale In a ship tour and lrieracted with lhe Taylor crew. 
During the ceremony, Capt. Paul E. Flood, Commander, Destroyer Squadron 1-4, spoke on behalf of Cmdr. Hill and preserted him with an end-of-tour 
awant Cmdr. HiD's wife, was alSo presented with a yellow rose o 
Volpe, was previously assigned as the eMecutlve officer of USS Taylor. A 1996 graduale of tne Naval Academy, Volpe served aboard destroyers ard 

cn.isers througholi his career. His first tour of dliy was aboard USS Spruance (DO 963) from Jai'1J8ry 1997 lrdil November 2000. where he s81Ved as 
Commuricatfons Officer, Tralnlrl;l Officer and First Ueutenart. In Odober 200o4, he reported to USS Gettysbl.rg (CG 6-4) and served as Weapons Officef 
and Combat Systems Officer until January 2008. His tours ashore include Instructor d~ at the United States Naval Academy as a member of the 
Leadership, Etrics, and Law Departmert, ard a student at the Naval Commard and Staff College at the Naval war College in Newport. Rhode Island. 

He also served as a long-range operational planner at the ISAF Joint Command In KabtJ, Afghanistan from J~ 20091Xltil Jliy 2010. 

Volpe is a native of nd makes his home in· · · ···· 
Hill has taken orders for the E>oecutive Assistant to Commander 6th Fleet in Naples, llaly. 
A native of Lt. Cmdr. Joel Rodriguez, recertly jolnced the ship as executive officer. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 

1998 with a Bachelor of Science Degree In Aerospace Engineering. 

He has served al sea in guided missile cnisers, a guided missile fr1gate and a mlna warfare stlp. As a Division Officer he assigned as Electrical Officer 

and AuxiHaries Officer in USS Port Royal (CG 73) from 1999 to 2001 and as Fire Cortrol Officer In USS Kauffman (FFG 59) from 2001 through 2002. 
FoPowing Department Head School in late 2005, he served as Erl;llneer Officer In USS Guardian (MCM 5) In Sasebo, Japan, and USS Normandy (CG 
60) in Norfolk. Virginia. 

At see. he most recenlly served in the U.S. Severth Fleet Slaff in USS Btua Ridge (LCC 19) from 2009 to 2011 . 
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USS Taylor Celebrates 29th Birthday 
Posted: O.corrber 5. 2012. 8:24pm 

By E,.lgn Calllyn Levinson 
USS Teylor PAO 

The ~of USS Taylor (FFG 50) celebrated the birthday of the glided missile frigate wtile t.nderway kl 1141port of IDCERTEX 13-2. The Ctf1W took a 
bn!ak from their dally adivilies to gather on the tlgtt deck. pay tribi.Ce to Cmdr. Jesae Jll'llor Taylor. the ship's namesake, ard have aome birthday cake. 
USS Taylor Is a 4,1 DO ton, 453-foot-long, Oliver Hazard Perry class glided mlsalle f rigate, commissioned on Dec. 1, 1984. The commisSion!~ was 
sponsored by Commander Jesse Jurior Taylor's widow Taylor celebrates her 29th year of commissioned service. 
·our names- ke Comm rder Jesse Jurior Taylor. made a courageous de<:ialon to try to safe a downed pilot even though It Will not asslgred mission.· 
aak:t Enaign . "He Ia the reason Taylor's motto is Prooo Defender.• 
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USS Taylor Visits Port Everglades 
Posted: OeeerrW>er 12, 2012 • 7:25pm 

By Enalgn Caklyn Levinson 
USS Taylor PAO 

uss Taylor (FFG 50) conducted an everdUI, high priority port visit In Port Ewrglades, Florida from Dec. 4-7. 

The Proud DefervJers partidpated in mtltiple community ewnts, staying busy while interacting with the Fort Lauderdale Navy League. Fort Lauderdale 
Naval Air Station Museum, Bruce W. Carter Department of Veterana Affairs Medical Hospital, arvJ Joe Dimaggio's Children Hospital. 
The crew attended the 67th Fight 19 Memorial Ceremony, held anrually by the Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station MUII8Lm. Fight 19, commonly referred 

to as 'The Lost Patror', was the designation of five TBM Avenger torpedo bombers that disappeared on Dec. 5, 1945, d!XIng an overwater navigation 
training fight from Naval Air Station Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Al14 airmen on the fllghi were loat, aa were al13 cnsw members of the loat PBM Mariner 

flying boat which conducted a search and rescue mission to attempt to recover "The Lost Patrol." 
Taylor's Commanding Officer. Cmdr. Dennis J. Volpe, was tile ceremony's guest speaker. The Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, John P. Sieler, runerous Wor1d 
War II , Korean war, and Vietnam War veterans were In attendance to lndude one of the last of the Tuskegee airmen. The Offlcel'l and crew ~yed the 
opportunty to interact with the Impressive colection of veterana preseri at the ceremony. 

'We were honored to spend part of OIX Ume In Port Evergladea commemorating part of OIX Naval History," said Boatswain Mate 2nd Class-
~d the hOnor of ringing the bel for an of tne names of the Fignt 19 and PBM Mariner aircrew members whO lost their lives. 

The Proud DefervJers also spent time at the Bruce W. Carter Department of Veterana Affairs Medical Hospital in Miami. Florida and the Joe Dimaggio's 
Children Hospital in Fort Lauderdale. The Veteran's Home visit provided the Officers and crew the opportunty to Interact with a large runber or veterans 

from World War Two, Korea, Vietnam and Desert Storm as wei as gain a better oo:terstanding of the services available from the Veteran's 
Administration. The Children's hospital visit and the time spent with the Children wes a great elql«<ence for aR of the Proud Defenders whO participated. 
"It was clear that the employees and doctors we met at the VA Hospital cared a lot abol.i their work and their patierts." said Sonar Technician 
{Geographical) 2nd Clan "It was great to aee dedication in caring for veterans thllt were dedicated to the country." 
USS Taylor (FFG 50) is stationed in Naval Station Mayport, and Is aasigned to Commander Destroyer Squadron 14. 
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USS TAYLOR LEAVES OCEAN SHIELD TO 
HEAD HOME 

!! [ Retweet J 

Oltver Hazard Perry-class frigate USS 
Taylor (FFG 50) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass 

Communication Specialist 1st Class 

Edward Kessler/Released) 

22 Aug 2012 
After more than 5 intensive and rewarding months of patrolling in 
the waters off the Horn of Africa, the NATO counter piracy task 

force said farewell to USS Taylor. 

'When Operating in the Gulf of Aden, USS Taylor has made an 
excellent contribution. She was completely dedicated to the 

counter piracy mission. Nearing her 30th year in commission, it is 
impressive to see a ship achieving a continuous high readiness 

state, eager to take any task given. The waters off Somalia offer 
a challenging environment. Heat, sandstorms, few logistic stops, 
constant vigilance. Taylor met the challenge and more", states 

Commodore Ben Bekkering. 

As part of the multinational maritime force, the USS Taylor was deployed as part of the NATO task 
force from 7 May until19 August in the waters surrounding the Horn of Africa. USS Taylor will now 
begin her transit home. She is expected back in her homeport, Mayport in mid September after a 

7 month deployment. 
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The TAYLOR Tradition 

Crest: The wings represent Commander Taylor's service as a Naval Avia­
tor. The scarlet lightning flash refers to his service as an Aviation Radio­
man as well as to his relentless attacks on enemy gun positions during the 
rescue attempt which cost him his life. The gold cross represents the Navy 
Cross awarded posthumously for his heroism. The crossed swords repre­
sent the officers and enlisted personnel of the U.S. Navy who have given 
their lives around the globe as Proud Defenders of freedom and their 
country. 

Shield: The Blue Shield represents the U.S. Navy and the oceans of the 
world on which it sails. The chevron refers to Commander Taylor's Naval 
career; its three segments representing the three conflicts during which he 
served - World War II, the Korean War, and Vietnam. The two gold stars 
represent the two previous U.S. Navy destroyers which have borne the 
name TAYLOR. The first Destroyer, DD-94, was laid down in 1917 at the 
Mare Island Navy Yard and was stricken from the Navy list in 1938. The 
second Destroyer, DD-468, was laid down in 1941 at Bath Iron Works and 
earned a total of 23 Battle Stars for action in World War II, the Korean 
War, and Vietnam. She was stricken in 1969. The sea lion refers to Com­
mander Taylor's courage and selfless dedication to duty. The sea lion 
holds a trident, traditionally the symbol of sea power, to further symbolize 
the three aspects of modem naval warfare in which TAYLOR is a potent 
adversary - subsurface, surface, and air. The use of silver and scarlet with 
the traditional blue and gold of the U.S. Navy represents Commander Tay­
lor's shining ideals and gallant self-sacrifice in defense of a fellow aviator. 

Keel Laid: May 5, 1983 
Launched: November5,1983 

Commissioned: December 1, 1984 
Builder: Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine 



TAYLOR Namesake 

Conunander Jesse Junior Taylor, USN 

USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) named for the late Commander Jesse Junior Tay­
lor, USN. Commander Taylor was born in WIChita, Kansas on 16 January 1925. 
He enlisted in the Navy in October 1942 and served as an Aviation Radioman until 
the end of World War II. 

During the Korean conflict, he returned to the Navy as a Naval Aviator and in 
May 1952 received his commission as an Ensign. He was promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander while serving with VF-174. 

In July 1965, Taylor was assigned to Air Wing 16 aboard the attad( carrier 
USS ORISKANY (CVA 34) and sailed to the Western Pacific. He flew 16 missions · 
between September and November earning an Air Medal with gold star (in lieu of 
second award). 

On 17 November 1965, Taylor was flying his Skyraider during attacks on a 
key bridge near the North Vietnamese port of Haiphong. Ground fire had downed 
one of the other US Navy Aircraft and its pilot had ejected in a heavily defended 
area. 

CDR Taylor heard the radio transmission describing the pilot's plight and 
made a courageous decision. Although it was not his assigned mission, he took 
command of the rescue effort. Taylor proceeded to the scene and found the pilot 
in his parachute harness in shallow water. To cover the approach of a rescue heli­
copter, CDR Taylor attacked the anti-aircraft gun sites despite the fact that his 
own plane had sustained damage. The storm of enemy fire made it impossible for 
the helicopter to rescue the man on the ground. Meanwhile, due to fire in his own 
aircraft, CDR Taylor was forced to break off from his attacks. Rather than aban­
don his plane in enemy territory, he ditched the plane in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

For his heroic determination to save a fellow pilot, even at great risk to his 
own life, Commander Taylor was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross. 

Commanding Officer 

Conunander Jeremy R. Hilt USN 

CDR Jeremy Hill was born in- . He graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy and received his commission in 1995. 

His first tour of duty was aboard USS SCOTT (DOG 995), where he 
served as Ordnance Offtcer and later, the Engineering Training Officer. In 
February 1998, he received orders to USS CARR (FFG 52), where he 
served as Ordnance Officer. 

In May 2000, CDR Hill reported to USS DEYO (DD 989) and served as 
Combat Systems Officer. He then transferred to USS CORMORANT (MHC 
57) in December 2001 and served as Executive Officer. 

His next assignment was to the U.S. Naval War College, where he com­
pleted a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies and Joint 
Professional Military Education Phase I (JPME I) in March 2005. He com­
pleted his Joint Professional Military Education Phase II (JPME II) at the 
Armed Forces Staff College. 

In November 2005, CDR Hill reported to USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19), 
Seventh Fleet's Command Ship, as Executive officer. CDR Hill recenUy com­
pleted his tour as Executive Officer on USS TAYLOR (FFG 50) April 2011 . 

CDR Hill's tours ashore include Deputy, Seabasing Branch in the Office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Assessment Division N81 and Chief of Na­
val Operation's Strategic Studies Group XXIII. 

CDR Hill's personal awards and decorations include: the Meritorious 
Service Medal (w/1 star), Na~ Commendation Medal (w/3 stars), the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (w/2 stars), and various service 
awards. 






